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SUBJECT: US/PRC RELATIONS: PEKING'S PERCEPTION OF THE NORMAL- 
IZATION OF RELATIONS. 

REF: HONG KONG 1310 

1 . IN LESS RESTRICTED CHANNELS WE WILL BE REPORTING CONVER- 
SATIONS WITH PRC CADRE RECENTLY ON VARIETY OF SUBJECTS BUT 
WHICH BUILD UP TO A HUNCH IN OUR MINDS THAT THE CHINESE IN 
THEIR OWN CAUTIOUS WAY ARE TRYING TO INDICATE TO THE USG 
THROUGH THE CONSULATE GENERAL AND TO CHINA WATCHERS GENERALLY 
THAT THEY WISH TO MOVE AHEAD ON NORMALIZATION AND ARE 
LOOKING FOR SOME RESPONSE. DEPARTMENT CAN JUDGE FROM ALL 
ITS SOURCES WHETHER WE ARE READING TOO MUCH INTO OUR 
OBSERVATIONS HERE. HOWEVER, WHETHER WE ARE INTERPRETING 
CORRECTLY OR NOT WE SHOULD NOT TAKE THE CHANCE OF MISSING 
A SIGNAL. 

2. 1 HAVE ALSO BEEN CONCERNED FOR SOME TIME THAT BOTH WE 
AND THE CHINESE MAY BE WORKING OURSELVES INTO A BOX OVER 
THE QUESTION OF PRC REUNIFICATION OF FORCE IN SETTLING THE 
TAIWAN PROBLEM. THE CHINESE, BECAUSE THEY SEE NO SIGN THAT 
WE UNDERSTAND THEIR POSITION IN PRINCIPLE THAT TAIWAN IS 
INTERNAL CHINESE MATTER AND THEREFORE THEY CANNOT FORMALLY 
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RENOUNCE ANY MEANS OF SETTLING IT, ARE FORCED TO REPEAT 
THE PRINCIPLE WHICH IN TURN CAUSES THE USG PROBLEMS BECAUSE 
ELEMENTS QUESTIONING THE NEED FOR FULL NORMALIZATION SEIZE 

THESE CHINESE STATEMENTS AS INDICATIONS NO AGREEMENT IS 
POSSIBLE WITHOUT "ABANDOING" TAIWAN. 
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3. THERFORE, I SUGGEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT CONSIDER 
INDICATING IN SOME INDIRECT AND UNOFFICIAL WAY THAT WE ARE 
NOT ABSOLUTELY INFLEXIBLE ON THE QUESTION OF FORMAL PRC 
GUARANTEE ON THE NON-USE OF FORCE. INFORMAL AND INDIRECT 
BECAUSE I ASSUME WE HAVE NOT YET REACHED THAT STAGE IN THE 
NEGOTIATING PROCESS WHERE WE WOULD WISH TO SAY SO FORMALLY; 
JUST HOW FLEXIBLE WE COULD BE FUZZED UP FOR THE SAME REASON 
AND BECAUSE WE WOULD PRESUMABLY LIKE SOME SORT OF COME BACK 
FROM THE CHINESE. THE OBJECTIVE OF THE EXERCISE WOULD BE 

TO INDUCE THE CHINESE TO STOP HAMMERING AWAY AT THE PRINCIPLE 
WHICH HAS THE EFFECT OF HARDENING THE POSITION OF BOTH SIDES. 

4. THERE ARE VARIOUS WAYS SUCH A MESSAGE COULD BE PASSED. WHEN 
BILL GLEYSTEEN OF EA WAS HERE A YEAR OR SO AGO, I MENTIONED 

TO HIM THE VALUE AS I SAW IT OF HONG KONG AS A PLACE WHERE 
WE AND THE PRC CAN COMMUNICATE RELIABLY BUT UNOFFICIALLY. 
SINCE THAT TIME, OUR CONTACTS HAVE EXPANDED BOTH IN NUMBER 
AND QUALITY AND I BELIEVE NOW THAT WE HAVE THE CAPABILITY 
HERE OF CONVEYING IN A MOST CAREFUL AND CONTROLLED WAY 
ALOMOST ANY KIND OF INDIRECT MESSAGE, PARTICULARLY OF THE 
SORT SUGGESTED ABOVE. NATURALLY, THE LANGUAGE AND HANDLING 
WOULD HAVE TO BE VERY CAREFULLY THOUGHT OUT AND CONTROLLED 
FROM WASHINGTON IN RELATIONS TO WHAT IS GOING ON AT HIGHER 
AND OFFICIAL LEVELS. 

5. SUGGEST DEPARTMENT PASS THIS MESSAGE TO USLO. 

CROSS 

SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ESTABLISHMENT, CAT-B, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977HONGK01794 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: P840077-2447, N770001-0507 

Format: TEL 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770247/aaaabpju.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 1e106ec7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: 77 HONG KONG 1310 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3335590 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US/PRC RELATIONS: PEKINGYS PERCEPTION OF THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, PDIP, CH, US, TW 
To: STATE USLO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1e106ec7-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



